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About the PRI
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The PRI

Investor-led, supported by the United Nations since 2006
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The PRI works with its international network of 

signatories to put the six Principles for Responsible 

Investment into practice. 

Its goals are to understand the investment 

implications of environmental, social and governance 

issues and to support signatories in integrating these 

issues into investment and ownership decisions.
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The PRI

One Mission and Six Principles

"We believe that an economically efficient, sustainable global financial system is a necessity for long-
term value creation. Such a system will reward long-term, responsible investment and benefit the 
environment and society as a whole.

The PRI will work to achieve this sustainable global financial system by encouraging adoption of the 
Principles and collaboration on their implementation; by fostering good governance, integrity and 
accountability; and by addressing obstacles to a sustainable financial system that lie within market 
practices, structures and regulation."
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PRI’s growing signatory base 
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*Total AUM include reported AUM and AUM of new signatories provided in sign-up sheet that signed up by end of March of that year.

Assets under management (US$ trillion) Nº Signatories

0

250

500

750

1000

1250

1500

1750

2000

2250

2500

2750

3000

3250

3500

3750

4000

4250

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Assets under management (US$ trillion) AO AUM ($ US trillion) Number of AOs Number of Signatories



PRI’s approach to 
stewardship
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How the PRI defines stewardship

“The use of influence by 
institutional investors to 
maximise overall long-term 
value including the value of 
common economic, social 
and environmental assets, 
on which returns and 
clients’ and beneficiaries’ 
interests depend.”
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A range of stewardship tools available to investors

Stewardship is broader than just engagement and voting with issuers
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The use of investor influence 
over current or potential 

investees, including:

• Engagement with current or 
potential investees across 
all asset classes

• Voting at shareholder 
meetings

• Filing of shareholder 
resolutions

• Direct roles on investee 
boards and board 
committees

• Litigation (where necessary)

The use of investor influence
with other non-issuer 

stakeholders, including:

• Engagement with standard 
setters and other 
stakeholders

• Contributions to public 
goods (such as research)

• Public discourse

• Negotiation and monitoring 
of service providers



How the PRI works to support signatories' stewardship efforts
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Provide guidance and support on leading stewardship practice

Facilitate collaborative engagements

Convene investors through the PRI’s Collaboration Platform

Address system barriers to effective stewardship

Support investors during AGM season



Investor engagement 
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What is engagement?

Dialogue between an investor 
(or an engagement service 
provider) and decision maker 
(such as companies), to 
improve ESG practices, 
sustainability outcomes or 
public disclosure.
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Connecting engagement, voting and investment decisions

Stewardship and ESG as complementary strategies
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Considering ESG issues when building a 

portfolio 

(known as: ESG incorporation)

Improving ESG practices, 

outcomes and disclosure 

(known as: active ownership 

or stewardship)

Integration Screening Thematic Engagement Voting



The value of engagement 

Financial returns

Regulation

Fiduciary duty

Universal ownership

Sustainability outcomes 
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Developing an engagement strategy

Components within an engagement strategy to consider

▪ ESG issues

▪ Due diligence and monitoring process

▪ Prioritisation of engagements

▪ Methods of engagement

▪ Insider information

▪ Escalation strategies

▪ Transparency 
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Conducting engagement 
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Engagement across different asset classes and strategies

Different 
asset 

classes and 
strategies

Listed equity

Passive 
strategies

Fixed 
income

Private 
markets

Outsourcing 
engagement 
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Collaborative engagements
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The added value of collaborative engagement 
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Pooled 
knowledge 
and skills 

Efficiency 
Enhanced 
power and 
legitimacy 

Clear asks 
and 

expectations

Sharing 
costs

Addressing 
collective 

action



Collaborative stewardship initiative opportunities 

Future and ongoing collaborative stewardship initiatives coordinated by the PRI

20

For more information, visit unpri.org/investment-tools/stewardship/collaborative-engagements 

Social issues & 
human rights

Deforestation & 
nature

Climate Action 100+

Upcoming Upcoming Ongoing

unpri.org/investment-tools/stewardship/collaborative-engagements


PRI Collaboration Platform

A unique forum that allows PRI signatories to collaborate, pool resources, share information and enhance their 
influence on ESG issues

21



The evolution of 
stewardship

Active Ownership 2.0

22



Active Ownership 2.0
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A framework for the more ambitious stewardship needed 
to deliver against beneficiaries’ interests and improve the 
sustainability and resilience of the financial system. 



Components of Active Ownership 2.0
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Sustainability 
risks + 

outcomes

Direct 
stewardship

Collaboration

Market 
stewardship



Components of Active Ownership 2.0

Examples of each component within Active Ownership 2.0

• Engagement 

• Voting

• Escalation

Direct stewardship

• Collaborative engagement

• Joint research

Collaboration

• Policy engagement

• Engagement with standard setters / associations

Market stewardship
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The evolution
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1.0

2.0 Directly seeking outcomes on systemic issues

and common goals

Addressing risks to individual assets,

building foundation of governance



Thank you

Find out more…

Resources:

▪ An introduction to stewardship 

▪ Active Ownership 2.0

▪ PRI-led collaborative engagements

▪ A practical guide to active ownership in listed 
equity

▪ ESG engagement for fixed income investors

▪ Getting started with collaborative engagement

▪ ESG engagement for sovereign debt investors

▪ PRI Collaboration Platform
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Contacts:

▪ James Robertson, Head of Asia 
(ex-China & Japan), PRI

▪ Paul Chandler, Director of 
Stewardship, PRI

▪ Chloe Horne, Stewardship 
Specialist, PRI 

▪ Stewardship@unpri.org

https://www.unpri.org/an-introduction-to-responsible-investment/an-introduction-to-responsible-investment-stewardship/7228.article
https://www.unpri.org/an-introduction-to-responsible-investment/an-introduction-to-responsible-investment-stewardship/7228.article
https://www.unpri.org/investment-tools/stewardship/collaborative-engagements
https://www.unpri.org/listed-equity/introduction-to-active-ownership-in-listed-equity-/2719.article
https://www.unpri.org/fixed-income/esg-engagement-for-fixed-income-investors/2922.article
https://www.unpri.org/stewardship/getting-started-with-collaborative-engagement-/482.article
https://www.unpri.org/sovereign-debt/esg-engagement-for-sovereign-debt-investors/6687.article
https://www.unpri.org/collaborative-engagements/pri-collaboration-platform/4808.article
mailto:James.Robertson@unpri.org
mailto:paul.chandler@unpri.org
mailto:chloe.horne@unpri.org
mailto:Stewardship@unpri.org


This presentation is being provided to you by PRI Association (“the PRI”) and its subsidiaries for information purposes only. The presentation is incomplete without 
reference to, and should be viewed solely in conjunction with, the oral briefing provided by the PRI. No reliance may be placed on its accuracy or completeness. Neither 
the presentation, nor any of its contents, may be reproduced, or used for any other purpose, without the prior written consent of the PRI. PRI Association is incorporated 
in England & Wales, registered number 7207947 and registered at 25 Camperdown Street, London E1 8DZ.

Thank you.


